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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC g 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 17, 19 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Roskowski et al (USPN 6,102,406), 

Regarding claims 1-3, 17 and 23, Roskowski, in FIG. 1, col. 2:30-44, col. 3:55-67 and 
col. 6:35-55, discloses a game mastery support apparatus which supports mastery of an 
executable multi-step game, the game mastery support apparatus comprising a distribution 
device that distributes mastery information, which advises a player how to master a game to a 
terminal apparatus having a game execution function for executing the executable multi-step 
game independent of the mastery information, wherein the distribution device distributes the 
mastery information according to mastery status information, which is obtained from the 
terminal apparatus and indicates a stage among said multiple stages of the executable multi-step 
game to which a player has proceeded. Roskowski, in FIG. 1, col. 7:36-67, col. 8:1-34, col. 
10:59-67 and col. 1 1:1-67, discloses the mastery status information from the terminal apparatus 
includes flag information indicating a stage of the game to which the player has proceeded. 
Roskowski, in FIG. 1, col. 2:30-44, col. 3:55-67, col. 5:1-67 and col. 6:35-55, discloses a 
terminal apparatus, which receives information distributed by a game mastery support apparatus 
for supporting mastery of a game, and which has a game execution function, the terminal 
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apparatus comprising a display screen, and a processing section that receives, from the game 
mastery support apparatus, distributed mastery information for mastering a game, and which 
displays the mastery information on the display screen. 

Regarding claim 19, the Roskowski, in FIG. 1, col. 2:30-44, col. 3:55-67, col. 5:1-67 and 
col. 6:35-55, discloses two separate terminal apparatuses that exhibit different functions. The 
first terminal apparatus sends, to the game mastery support apparatus, mastery status information 
representing a game stage to be mastered. The second terminal apparatus receives information 
distributed by the game mastery support apparatus, and which is specified as destination of the 
mastery information. The second terminal apparatus, illustrating identical structure as the first 
portable device, includes a display screen and a processing section that receives, from the 
mastery support apparatus, the mastery information for mastering the game, and displaying the 
mastery information on the display screen. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-12, 18, 20, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Roskowski in view of Lee (USPN 6,475,089) 

The disclosure of Roskowski has been discussed above is, therefore, incorporated herein. 
Roskowski lacks in disclosing a ranking information distribution device that includes an 
accumulator that accumulates information from players, a determining device that determines a 
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rank of a player with reference to the accumulated information and a distributor that distributes 
ranking information pertaining to the determined rank. Lee, in an analogous game system, 
teaches a modem processing circuit comprising memory for keeping personal information of the 
players, system patches, and results of previous games (col. 7:24-26). Furthermore, Lee teaches, 
in col. 1:39-41 & col. 10:56-59, an arithmetic processing unit that determines a prescribed period 
of time, and implements processing for determining the ranking of the players within such period 
of time, laying more emphasis on the latest data. After the game results are transmitted back to 
the host computer the host computer transmits information on grades, ranking, etc. to each 
player. It would have been to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to incorporate the teachings of Lee into the disclosed invention of Roskowski. One would be 
motivated to combine the teachings of Lee with the disclosure of Roskowski in order to heighten 
the security of the game system by maintaining detailed records of all players currently engaged 
in the system, rewarding players on their performances by providing a list that illustrates a 
player's skill and ability levels relative to other players, and increase the excitement of the game. 

Claims 13, 17, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Roskowski et al. in view of Sporgis (6,320,495). 

The disclosure of Roskowski has been discussed above is, therefore, incorporated herein. 
Roskowski lacks in disclosing the terminal apparatus is a portable device. Sporgis teaches, in 
FIG. 1 and col. 3:1-2, each player is equipped with a mobile wireless communication device in 
communication with a game master computer system. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of 
Sporgis into the disclosed invention of Roskowski. One would be motivated to combine the 
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teachings of Sporgis with the disclosure of Roskowski in order to facilitate game players in 
accessing the computer game from various remote locations and increase the overall excitement 
of the game. 

Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Roskowski et al. in view of Lee in further view of Sporgis (6,320,495). 

The disclosures of Roskowski and Lee have been discussed above is, therefore, 
incorporated herein. Roskowski and Lee lack in disclosing the terminal apparatus is a portable 
device. Sporgis teaches, in FIG. 1 and col. 3:1-2, each player is equipped with a mobile wireless 
communication device in communication with a game master computer system. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate 
the teachings of Sporgis into the disclosed inventions of Roskowski and Lee. One would be 
motivated to combine the teachings of Sporgis with the disclosures of Roskowski and Lee in 
order to facilitate game players in accessing the computer game from various remote locations 
and increase the overall excitement of the game. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-25 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to R. Mendoza whose telephone number is (703) 305-7345. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's primary 
examiner, John Hotaling, can be reached at (703) 305-0780. The USPTO official fax number is 
(703) 872-9306. 

RM 

May 26, 2004 




